IS   IT  A  CURSE?

dian of the wife'should be the prosecutor, and it is
improbable that a wife or her parents or guardian
would launch a prosecution against the husband or
the son-in-law as the case may be. Therefore I am
not surprised that the result of this legislation is
nil.1

To this testimony from the South might be added
that of an experienced Northerner, R. B. Diwan Chand,
Obharai, advocate of Peshawar :

The evil of child marriages is recognised and
the penal measure of raising the age of consent
has not checked this pernicious practice.2

Or, again, M. R. Ry. T. A. Ramalingam Chattiar,
Avl., B.A., of Coimbatore, a leading Madrassee, thus
expresses himself:

The provision in the Age of Consent enactment
that the persons specified should take action in
cases of girls married makes it a dead letter so
far as married girls are concerned, as it is not to
the interest of the girl herself that the husband
should be punished however unreasonable he may
be,8

Turning next to those witnesses who have recently
given evidence before the Age of Consent Committee,

1 Proceedings of the Legislative Council, Madras, March 27th,
1927, p. 42.

2 Opinions on Hindu Child Marriage Bill, Paper No. i, Govern-
ment of India, Legislative Department, p. 65.        3 Ibid, p, 4.